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Committee Positions 2019 
 

ROLE PERSON 

President John Raleigh 

Senior Vice President Kate Burns 

Junior Vice President Nicole Ricardo 

Treasurer David Bailey 

Secretary Ruth Bailey 

Bar Manager David Bailey 

Canteen Manager Joedi Scanga 

Coaches Coordinator Michael Ricardo 

Development Manager Laura Fraser 

Events Coordinator – Jnr Nic Ricardo/Karyn Tait 

Events Coordinator – Snr Kate Burns 

Grants Coordinator John Raleigh 

Grounds/Property Mgr Darren Logan 

Media & Communications David Bailey 

Transfers Co-ordinator Anna Durante 

Junior Registrations Anna Durante 

Seniors Registrations Brianna Matthews-Gunn 

Merchandise Coordinator - Juniors Mandy Margetts 

Merchandise Coordinator - Seniors Mandy Margetts 

Policy and Procedures Officer John Raleigh 

Child Safety Officer Linda Cridland 

Sponsorship Coordinator Peter Tait 

OH&S David Bailey 

General Committee Karyn Tait 

General Committee Tanya Matthews 

General Committee Charmain Matthews-Gunn 

 

Club Awards 2019 
 

Club Person of the Year – Michael Ricardo 

Life Member/s – Dianna Haines and Bianca Richmond  
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Presidents Report – John Raleigh 
 

This was my first year as President of the Diamond Creek Women’s Football Club and I believe that, 
following 2018, it was a very successful year both on and off the field. We provided a grassroots AFLW 
football, social and learning environment for around 200 players.  
 
I believe that our Club has laid a strong foundation for a very successful future. This is underpinned 
through the quality and dedication of our volunteers whether they be Committee members, Coaches, 
Assistant Coaches, Team Managers, Game Day Helpers or General Volunteers. Without you there 
wouldn’t be a Diamond Creek Women’s Football Club. 
 
We should never underestimate the dedication, time and passion that is required by a volunteer coach 
nor the effort put in by the parents supporting their daughters. 
 
To the Committee. No one outside of this group understands the level of effort and commitment that you 
have displayed this year to produce the 2019 result. On behalf of the DCWFC community, I thank you. 
 
Our Sponsors are also an invaluable part of the DCWFC community, and I would like to acknowledge all 
of the generous player, team & club sponsors. In particular our major sponsors JOB (Joinery on Budget) 
and Bendigo Bank.   
 
Achievements 
In 2019 we fielded 9 teams, 8 of which were eligible for finals. 7 made the finals, 5 made the Grand Final 
and 3 were Premiers (U12, U14 Red, U14 Blue). The Under 12 team making it 4 consecutive 
premierships. 
  
Our off-field achievements for 2019 were; 

a) The start of a successful strong rebuild of the Club following 2018 
b) The refresh of our home rooms 
c) The installation of the south end goal nets at a cost to the Club of $22,000 
d) Achievement of numerous grants with some still in progress 

 
Our Future  
In October we will elect a new Committee made up of both old and new faces and will move into 2020 
with a view to continue our growth and development to be able to provide a positive environment for our 
player’s development.  
 
Our focus in 2020 will be on; 
a) Improving our facilities. The Club has applied for a grant of $10k to be matched by the Club to 

create a terraced area at the north west end that will be inviting, safe and provide more seating 
for spectators 

b) Increasing the number of teams to provide greater opportunity of the AFL experience for girls and 
women 

c)  Increased focus on player development and retention 
d)  The start of a Master’s team 
 
Final word: 
Finally let me say that this year has brought me much enjoyment, fulfillment, frustration, pride and 
accomplishment to be at the helm of the DCWFC. I look forward to continuing as President in 2020, 
assuming that I am elected, of this great football club. 
 
 
John Raleigh - DCWFC President  
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Senior Vice Presidents Report – Kate Burns 
 

2019 has been a very rewarding year and has us placed well to expect even more on and off-field 

success in 2020. 

Coming out of the 2018 season there was a lot of uncertainty and a level of dissatisfaction among the 

senior player group, which left many players unsure of their future with DCWFC. The 2019 committee 

went to work and appointed a new head coach and put in place some clear goals and commitments, with 

club President John Raleigh showing strong leadership to ensuring that senior football at DCWFC would 

flourish once again. 

One of the key goals for 2019 was to field two senior teams again, after having only one side for 2018, 

and in February 2019 with a base playing list of over fifty players we were able to achieve this goal and 

nominate two senior teams. Credit for this achievement must be given to senior coach Col Wallington, 

who through the early parts of pre-season personally contacted almost 180 players to share his vision for 

senior football at the club.  

Stacey Cross returned to the club after a stint in the VFLW and took up a position as a playing assistant 

coach, while new player to the club Krystal ‘Poppy’ Cullinan accepted the opportunity to coach the 

Division 2 side when news a baby was on the way meant that she wouldn’t be taking the field. Coaching 

appointments proved a difficult task for 2019 and a number of assistant roles were filled by some of the 

more experienced players stepping up and helping out at training and we thank these players for their 

additional contribution over the course of the season. 

After a four-week grading period our two sides were placed in Division 1 and Division 2 of the league. 

Our players represented the club with distinction throughout the season and upheld the traditions of 

former eras by playing for each other, playing hard and never ever giving up. The end of the home and 

away season saw Divison 1 finish fourth and Division 2 finish sixth, only one game out of the finals. 

Throughout the season a number of DCWFC players performed to a level that saw them awarded 

League honors and we would like to congratulate these players: 

NFNL Representative Team: Karly Cobern (VC), Stacey Cross, Amanda Kennedy, Shae Murphy 

NFNL Team of the year, Division 1: Karly Cobern, Stacey Cross, Amanda Kennedy, Shae Murphy 

NFNL Team of the year, Division 2: Crystal Grech 

NFNL Best and Fairest, Division 1: Equal second, Stacey Cross 

In what was an exciting time for the club we saw four of our U/18 players debut throughout the season. 

We would like to congratulate Lauren Durante, Kaleigh Read, Hayley Cramp and Phoebe Chisolm on 

making your senior debuts and we look forward to seeing you out on the park for the Seniors in 2020. 

Going into the final’s series the Senior team had built some great form and were determined to go all the 

way. Finishing fourth meant that every finals game was an elimination final and it was a challenge that 

the players and coaches were up to, winning a place in the 2019 Division 1 Grand Final. The GF was a 

great game and was the first time for the season that the unbeaten VU Western Spurs had been in 

danger of losing a game. We weren’t able to take home the flag, but we flew our club flag high and proud 

and showed all the attributes that we value at DCWFC. We are immensely proud of our players, coaches 

and support staff for this achievement. If a new group of players, with a new coach, starting from an 

unstable foundation can reach the Grand Final, what can a cohesive, committed, strong group achieve in 

2020? We can’t wait to find out. 
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As Vice President Seniors I would like to thank the Club for the opportunity to serve in this role and to be 

a part of a club that is so highly regarded in the football community. I would like to thank club President 

John Raleigh and the 2019 Committee for their support of me personally as I stepped into this role for 

the first time and also for their support of our senior players. We can be extremely proud of what we 

have achieved over the course of the last 12 months in re-establishing a flourishing senior football 

program at DCWFC and in drawing closer together as a united committee that sees the club as a whole 

and works for the benefit of all. 

My thanks to Colin Wallington who I have relished working with and whose passion and commitment for 

his players and the success of the club as a whole is the driving force behind everything he does. 

Thanks also to Poppy Cullinan for her outstanding contribution as Division 2 coach, she is a natural and 

hopefully once her playing days are done we will be able to keep her at the club for many years after in a 

coaching capacity. Thanks to the assistant coaches, Stacey Cross and Rochelle Jurgens for your 

contribution over the course of the season and for the way you supported our head coaches. 

Our team managers are the people that hold our world together and these two ladies have gone above 

and beyond week after week; thank you Brianna Matthews-Gunn and Kylie O’Reilly, we are so grateful 

for you and for all you have done. 

I would also like to thank the other members of the Committee who worked directly in the Seniors space, 

Tanya Matthews and Charmain Matthews-Gunn. And a special note of thanks to Simone Secombe who 

was always there for support and advice and to share her experience and knowledge with me, your 

support is something I am indebted to you for. 

To Darren Logan, no words of thanks are enough. When I (nervously) put my hand up to take this role 

on you said you would help me and you have more than kept that promise. Thank you for not only 

helping me in this role but for helping me in my personal development through the challenges and 

successes that a role like this brings. 

A special note of thanks must also go to the Tait family who helped bring “family” back to life at the club 

through their amazing generosity in preparing Thursday night dinners. We thank you! 

Kate Burns - Senior Vice President 
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Junior Vice Presidents Report – Nicole Ricardo 
 

Season 2019 started with our Annual Registration Day held Sunday 11th November 2018. We had a very 

successful day taking payments for registration and merchandise sales on our new Square system David 

Bailey had perfected and I spent the day chatting with lots of new and existing families whilst registering, 

great turn out. 

Preseason training started in December 2018 with 2 sessions. Thursday 6th Dec was a very warm night 

with a fantastic turn out of new and existing players & Thursday 13th Dec session was cancelled due to 

wet conditions. I would like to thank ELTHAM College for their generosity for allowing our Juniors use of 

their school oval and Ruth Bailey for organizing with the school. 

Throughout November to February 2019 we kept advertising for more players to fill some teams that 

were a little short and advertised on our FB page for Team Managers & permanent Parent Volunteers for 

all teams, this worked very well.  

2019 Preseason training continued at Diamond Hills Reserve Thursday 7th Feb 2020. Training was twice 

a week Tuesday & Thursday night for U12-U18 and Thursdays for U10.  At Diamond Hills Reserve we 

also sold clothing/merchandise and taking orders for training T’s with Mandy Margetts pop up shop.  

Over the summer holidays the Northern Knights sent out letters to 6 of our players asking them to join 

each Thursday night at La Trobe University in training sessions for U15 Development Squad. This went 

on for 7 weeks and some players were then asked to play in future stars games. 

DCWFC TEAM  PLAYER 

U16 Red Zoe Bailey 

U16 Red  Luka Kennedy 

U16 Red Jessica Ricardo 

U16 Red Tiana Richmond 

U14 Blue Talisha Rowland 

U14 Blue  Brooke Webster 

 

Thursday 2nd March we once again had The Mouth Guard Man attend Diamond Hills Reserve and fitted 

many players for new mouth guards. The mouth guards had a 2 week turn around and were ready for 

collection Round 1. We were given 2 mouth guard vouchers to raffle/auction off and $5 from each mouth 

guard went back to the club. 

2019 Team Details 

TEAM  DIVISION COACH ASSISTANT 
COACH 

TEAM MANAGER 

U10 NA Brianna Matthews -Gunn Andrew Sutherland Paula Tzirkas 

U12 Blue Chris Priest Steve Meagher David Gardiner 

U14 Red Red Drew Widgery Dean Tustin Natalie Cowley 

U14 Blue Blue Stephen Macpherson Paul Taylor Kay Rowland 

U16 Red Blue Michael Ricardo Nick Braddock Amanda Ozimek 

U16 Blue Red David Craig Bryan Coghlan Karyn Tait 

U18 NA Laura Fraser Olivia Papaleo Anthony Bradstreet 

 

Thank you to everyone one of you for your hard work this season, your dedication is appreciated. 
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Tuesday 2nd April Training resumed back at our Home ground Plenty Park and the footy boots went back 

on. We unpacked our storeroom, set up for the season and eagerly got ready for Round 1.           

Sunday 7th April Round 1 commenced to everyone’s excitement, the 1st 4 rounds were grading for U12’s-
U16’s. Round 5 found all teams in the division they would remain in for season 2019. I believe we had all 
teams in their correct divisions. 
 
Thursday 2nd May we had White Line Images attend for Team & Individual Photo night. Once again 
Michelle and Nicole didn’t disappoint, and photos were ready to hand out a month later.  
 
Round 4 was the Pat Cronin round where all players wore yellow arm bands. This was also Mother’s 

Day where we held a Mother’s Day raffle that was drawn after selling tickets over 3 prior weeks. 

Jnr Milestones 
 
Season 2019 saw a lot of Players reach 50th & 100th Milestones and were awarded either a 50 Game – 

Medal, 100 Game – Plaque 

 

MILESTONE 
AWARDS 

TEAM  NAME 

50th Game U16 Blue Georgia Tait 

50th Game U14 Red Aimee Bailey 

100th Game U18 Lauren Durante 

50th Game U18 Taylah Braddock 

50th Game U14 Blue Tara Dyer 

50th Game  U16 Blue Blayde Ahkiau 

50th Game U14 Blue  Erin Taylor 

50th Game U16 Red Georgia Braddock 

50th Game  U14 Red Emma Russo 

50th Game U14 Red Keira Widgery 

100th Game  U18 Eboni Donnelly 

100th Game U18 Maykaylah Appleby 

100th Game U18 Kayley Reid 

50th Game U16 Blue  Leah Jones 

50th Game U16 Red Ivy Ozimek 

100th Game U16 Red Luka Kennedy 

100th Game  U18 Laila Zayat 

100th Game U16 Blue  Emily Coghlan 

50th Game U16 Red Kiana Sheehan  

50th Game  U16 Blue  Isabelle Scanga 

50th Game  U18 Chantelle Wiseman 

50th Game  U16 Red Charlotte Jones 

50th Game  U16 Red  Tiana Richmond 

50th Game  U16 Blue Taiya Weston 

50th Game  U18  Charlotte Bradstreet 
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NFNL U15 REP TEAMS 2019  

This Season the following girls Represented DCWFC in NFNL U15 Rep Teams. Monday 22nd May at La 
Trobe University all players were presented with their playing jumpers. Having 9 players chosen for both 
teams was a great credit to our clubs coaching staff. 
 

TEAM  PLAYER 

A  Luka Kennedy 

A Zoe Bailey 

A Jessica Ricardo 

A Poppy Strickland 

A Tiana Richmond 

B Ivy Ozimek 

B Talisha Rowland 

B Brooke Webster 

B Madison Howes 

 
Thursday 22nd July, we had SALT (Sport and Life Training) run a night for all U16 players. We had a 
great turn out of 42 players. The topic discussed was Alcohol & Drugs and all the girls were fed dinner 
after the session. 
 
Thursday 1st August, we held a Pizza Night after training in the club rooms for all teams and invited 
families along too. Pizza’s were ordered from La Sera, Diamond Creek. This night was to celebrate 
going into the final week of Home & Away season for Round 14 and the end of the season for our U10’s. 
Round 14 was also Sponsors Day at Plenty Park where all Sponsors that were able to attend were 
thanked for their support to DCWFC. 
 
After Round 14 all teams from U12-U18 had made the 1st round of Finals, 6/6 Teams. This was a brilliant 
effort for all the hard work from players and coaches throughout the season.  U12, U14 Red & U14 Blue 
all went straight through to the Grand Final after their wins.  U16 Red, U16 Blue & U18 all had wins too 
and advanced to the following round. U16 Blue & U18 both won and were into the Grand Final & U16 
Red had lost and were out of the Grand Final. U16 Red Team after grading was put in the higher division 
(bottom age players) so ending up 3rd on the ladder was fantastic.  We had 5/6 Teams playing in the 
Grand Final, banner making begun and the club rooms decked out for Celebrating the Year it was. 
During Finals week we had 12 players invited along to the NFNL 2019 Awards Night and we were also 
nominated as Junior Club of the Year. 
 
Northern Knights 2019 Rising Star Award – Luka Kennedy 16 Red 
 

TEAM  PLAYER NFNL VOTES 

U14 Red Division Brianna Cowley 3rd B&F 

U14 Red Division Willow Priest 7th 

U14 Blue Division Brooke Webster  1st B&F 

U14 Blue Division Talisha Rowland  6th  

U16 Red Division Imogen Hammond  3rd B&F 

U16 Red Division  Blayde  Ahkiau 9th 

U16 Blue Division  Tiana Richmond  4th 

U16 Blue Division  Leah Jones (Wallan) 5th  

U18  Portia Ricardo  3rd B&F (equal) 

U18  Kayley Reid  4th  

U18  Lauren Durante  7th 

 

Congratulation to all the above players on a great year of football being recognized by NFNL & 

Northern Knights. 
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With 5 Junior Teams having made the Grand Final it was to be an exciting day for our club.                                     
We ended up with 3/5 Premierships for the day. The U12’s won quiet convincingly over South Morang to 
win their 4th Grand Final in a row. Both U14 Red & U14 Blue also bring home great results with 
premiership flag wins too. Unfortunately, U16 Blue & U18’s were beaten on the day to be Runners Up. 
This has been a wonderfully successful year for our Juniors and l am every so proud of everyone’s 
efforts on and off the field this year. 
 
U18 Presentation Night was organized by Anna Durante. Anna put together a great night for everyone 
to enjoy. The night was help at the Diamond Creek Tavern Saturday 31st August. Great venue, food and 
company. Thanks Anna and Laura Frazer for a fantastic night enjoyed by all. 
 
U10-U16 Presentation Day Sunday 8th October. All Teams had 25 minutes for their Presentations and 
awards. Thank you to the Taits for running the BBQ and David Bailey & Mandy Margetts for running the 
bar. Thanks to Anna Durante for helping me set up the room and trophies.  
 

Thank You’s - There are many people that work tirelessly on our football committee year after year. 
 
Anna Durante had been on the committee for the 5 past years. Her main role has been Junior Club 
Registrations which she has done an amazing job and setting up procedures for our club moving 
forward. Anna this year was the Jumper Steward ensuring everyone had a playing jumper and if 
possible, the number they requested. Anna also assisted with Junior and Senior registration and was in 
charge of all club transfers. Anna is someone l have spoken to may times a day over the past 5 years 
and l would like to thank Anna for her tireless hard work and enjoy having a break. 
 
Mandy Margetts has also been on the committee for the past 5 years, firstly as a General Member 
organizing Bogan Bingo Fundraiser etc then for the past 3 years Uniforms & Merchandise coordinator. 
Mandy has introduced many new items to the uniform shop and the turn around has always been quick. 
Mandy also introduced the yearly Training T. that’s always popular each year and Premiership 
merchandise for the winning teams. Thanks for all your hard work Mandy. 
 
Karyn Tait thank you for your time and effort organizing the Fundraiser this year. Peter and Karyn thank 
you both for organizing the BBQ when ever it was required this season, helping behind the bar and 
generally being fantastic helpers. Wishing you both all the best for next year’s committee roles. The 
clubs needs more good people like the Taits. 
 
Trina thank you for all your hard work over the past 5 years, as a  general member and registration. You 
have always been a great help to me, always offering your assistance and putting your hand up when 
something was needed doing/organizing including 2 Junior Fundraisers.  
Linda Cridland again took on the role of Club Chaplin. We as a club are very luck to have a Chaplin. 
Linda has assisted or helped many people out during the year and l thank her immensely. You are an 
amazing women. 
 
Joedi Scanga thanks for your time you spent this year stuck in the canteen. You produced great food 
and organized great new items (pie warmer, toastie maker, bainmarie etc) that will last in our club 
canteen for many years to come. Well done Scanga 
 
Michael Ricardo again this year has organized great coaches, dealt with players and parents and always 
had a good outcome. This Year Michael was awarded “Club Person of the Year” It was a great award for 
all his hard work over the past 5 years. Well done. 
 
David and Ruth Bailey l was so excited when you both decided to join the committee. Previously as 
general members then this year having Ruth as Secretary and David as Treasurer, Barman, Media 
allrounder all your work this year has been nothing but fantastic. Keep up the good you are both truly 
great hard workers. 
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John Raleigh you stepped into the position of President and took on this role with great pride and have 
served DCWFC very well this year. Starting from scratch with no hand over you have done an amazing 
job. Thank you for all your time and effort in 2019. 
 
Many thanks to everyone involved on the committee and past members l have volunteered with over the 
past 5 years. I have met and made so may wonderful friends. We have a wonderful club culture and 
terrific families that helps give DCWFC a great name. 
 
Nicole Ricardo - Junior Vice President 
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Secretary Report – Ruth Bailey 
 

Wow what a year!  With a committee of 18 taking on 26 roles it was quite busy.  Along with this we had 

10 committee members who were taking on some roles for the first time and some taking on more than 

one role. So it was a steep learning curve for all. 

All of our committee members are dedicated to ensuring that the Club runs efficiently but 8 Committee 

members were partners, some would say they are wed to DCWFC! 

With the number of hours each committee member puts in outside of attending meetings it is almost like 

they all have second jobs, except this one is paid in kind.  Our committee members do not look for or ask 

for recognition, they enjoy being involved, giving back and seeing the club grow.  Having said that, if you 

see one around, a Thanks would not go astray, because without them our club would not be what it is. 

Running a Football Club is more than it seems.  There is no start or end, unlike the season.  Once the 

season starts to wind up the planning for the next season starts again. So whilst we now have 3 new 

Premiership flags to hang, planning for next year is in full swing. 

The committee held monthly meetings with lots of side discussions during the week.  We achieved a lot 

this year but there is still so much more we can do.  In order to continue to achieve and grow the club we 

need to bring more people onto the committee or in sub-committees to help support the functions and 

operations of the club. 

From an operational perspective we have met all our obligations from the governing bodies that we need 

to report to such as NFNL, Council, Consumer Affairs Victoria and JLT Insurance as well as maintained 

registrations within SportsTG, Everproof and Good Sports.  By ensuring we meet our obligations and 

requirements with the NFNL we were nominated for both Jnr Club of the Year and Club of the Year.  

This is great recognition at all levels that the club is healthy and running efficiently.  I thank all involved in 

helping to ensure we met our obligations. 

Throughout this report there are many thank you’s.  You can never thank people enough for all the time 

and effort they put into a volunteer environment. I thank all committee members, coaches and volunteers 

for helping us to keep things moving and all players for their tremendous achievements this season.   

In particular I would like to thank our retiring committee members: Nicole Ricardo, Mandy Margetts, Anna 

Durante, Joedi Scanga, Trina Martin and Brianna Matthews-Gunn. Individually you have all provided 

DCWFC with more than just doing a job.  You have all gone above and beyond.  Collectively, you have 

contributed to the successes big and small and for that we thank you.  We know you might be stepping 

down but you will still be strong supporters.  We look forward to seeing you enjoy things from the other 

side of the fence in 2020. 

DCWFC is truly a great place for young girls and women to grow and develop their AFL skills, make 

friends and have fun. 

Ruth Bailey - Secretary 

  



 

13 DCWFC ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

Treasurers Report – David Bailey 
 

The 2019 financial year commenced on 1st October 2018, with an opening Bank balance of $30,899.00 
and has concluded 30th September 2019 with a closing Bank balance of $70,164.00 
 
Last year we implemented the Xero accounting system which has allowed us to more clearly identify 
and report the clubs financial position.  Along with this, in 2019 we continued our transition to digital, 
introducing the SQuare System as our POS (Point of Sale) system across the Canteen, Bar, Merchandise & 
Registration. This has proven to be a very worthwhile exercise, improving our efficiency, accuracy, transparency 
and payment choices for customers.   We now have all players recorded in the system which allows for quicker 
processing and issuing of receipts.  This will be of particular value come registration day. 
 
With the growth in team numbers (7 Jnrs & 2 Snrs) along with sponsorships, grants, fundraising, merchandise and 
canteen sales this year we have been able to achieve many things, including:  the installation of the Goal Nets 
(known as the John Raleigh end of the ground), Goal Post Pads, Café Barriers, Crowd Control Belts, Naming 
Signage, over 100 new Footballs, a Defibrillator Machine, new Kitchen Equipment, updates to the Home Rooms 
and the Umpires Room.  
 
$ Income Increases Year on Year: 

• 29.5% increase in Junior membership funds 

• 68.5% increase in Senior membership funds 

• 78.5% increase in Bar sales 

• 154% increase in Canteen sales 
 
$ Income Decreases Year on Year 

• 38% decrease in Sponsorship 
 
Our overall revenue Year on Year increased by approximately $30k, and was offset by expenses which also 
increased by approximately $15k 
 
The financial success story this year was clearly in our canteen not only did we have a huge increase in sales, but 
the revenue raised also allowed us to upgrade/purchase several pieces of equipment for the Canteen.  A big part 
of that success was that the canteen was run wholly on a volunteer basis with no wage costs.  This will be 
something we need to review in 2020.   
 
In summary, 2019 was financially successful for DCWFC. With the continual growth of our junior teams and the 
re-establishment of our Senior list the outlook is one of positivity moving into season 2020. 
 
Our major challenge for season 2020 will be the continuing growth needed in the area of sponsorship and I would 
like to encourage all players and families to get behind the new Player Sponsorship program. 
 
As a final note I wish to thank the Volunteers, the Coaches and the Committee for their tireless work and look 
forward to another successful year. 
 

David Bailey - Treasurer  
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 Profit and Loss     

  
Diamond Creek Women's Football Club    

  
For the Year ended 30th September 2019            

 Account 2019 2018           
 Trading Income   
 Bar Sales 9,161.78 5,133.00    
 Canteen Sales 27,611.52 10,851.85    
1 Corporate Sponsorship 21,147.80 33,921.34  

 

 
2 Fundraising Functions 15,055.85 13,729.06   
 Jumper Bond (200.00) 200.00    
 Junior Registrations 40,923.00 31,585.00    
3 Grants 14,600.00 13,495.19    
 Merchandise Sales 22,648.00 34,280.05    
 Player Development 30.00 0.00    
 Presentations Tickets 8,777.00 0.00    
 Senior Registrations 15,540.00 9,220.00    
 Snrs Dinners 7,562.00 0.00    
 Square Refunds (23.10) 0.00    
 Total Trading Income 182,833.85 152,415.49           
 Gross Profit 182,833.85 152,415.49    
 

      
 Operating Expenses    
 Advertising 0.00 478.85    
 Bank Fees 1,152.10 1,067.64    
 Bar Supplies 3,629.95 4,961.88    
 Bond Return 0.00 280.00    
 Canteen Equipment 3,341.90 0.00    
 Canteen Supplies 14,063.16 10,657.87    
 Charity Donation 500.00 0.00    
 Cleaning 1,918.28 1,500.00    
 Club Room Costs 6,252.49 5,521.65    
 Coach Training 742.07 169.50    
 Coaching Costs 825.00 963.65    
 Consulting & Accounting 550.00 520.00    
 Football Development 1,878.00 4,942.59    
4 Football Equipment 12,263.24 15,787.49    
 Functions Catering 1,195.03 24,088.43    
 Functions Costs 18,979.26 2,717.75    
 General Expenses 854.38 5,034.38    
5 Ground Costs 21,350.67 2,095.66    
 Insurance 790.00 1,689.00    
 Medical Supplies 371.13 3,834.00    
 Merchandise Supplies 19,963.00 22,034.45    
 Merchant Fees 1,728.29 0.00    
6 NFNL Fines 100.00 275.00    
 NFNL League Fees 15,862.50 11,992.32    
7 NFNL Players Uniforms 9,117.44 0.00    
 Office Expenses 317.20 853.44    
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 Player Insurance 2,671.55 0.00    
8 Player Trainers 2,912.00 6,206.78    
 Printing & Stationery 143.75 75.00    
 Repairs and Maintenance 0.00 1,672.00    
 Snrs Dinner Expenses 4,289.94 0.00    
 Telephone & Internet 1,350.14 1,011.50    
 Travel - National 0.00 1,284.93    
 Trophies Awards 5,162.40 5,573.00    
 Umpire Costs 5,143.10 5,934.00    
9 Utilities - Water and Electricity 1,727.90 1,902.23    
 Total Operating Expenses 161,145.87 145,124.99    
 

      
 Net Profit 21,687.98 7,290.50    
 

      
1 Corporate Sponsorship adjusted to reflect actual for this FY    
2 Doesn’t include $715 made from ticket sales for the Toyota GFF Raffle   
3 Grants, doesn’t include $10.4k ($1k Canteen, $4.4k Masters & GFF $5k) invoiced but not yet received.  
4 Included 100+ new Football purchases     
5 Includes Goal Nets cost      
6 Only 4 this yr      
7 Playing Jumper purchases. To be paid for by Seniors     
8 Believe there maybe more $ still to come     
9 Electricity back charges of $6,124.92 to yet be paid    
 

      
 
 

Bank Balance as of 30/9/19 

$70,164 
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Child Safety Officer Report – Linda Cridland 
 

Some of you may not even be aware that DCWFC has a Club Chaplain.  The role of the Chaplain is to 

provide non-denominational, independent support to all club members: players, coaches, parents. We 

are blessed to be able to have the support of Linda Cridland.  Linda not only has good listening ears she 

is an avid supporter of the game and in particular of her granddaughter who plays with us.  You will find 

Linda at training and wrapped in her Creekers Blanket on the balcony on game days.  She is always up 

for a chat so make sure you say hi next time you see her. 

 

The club is committed to not only the physical training of female football players but also investing in 

their welfare and psychological well being.  

Coaches are often the trusted adult in players lives. Some of the issues that are raised need the support 

and experience of your Club Chaplain. 

I have had that privilege for three years now and have been involved with players, coaches and parents 

at times dealing with some sensitive club issues.  

This year we arranged for some input from SALT (Sport and Life Training) and next year will be 

arranging training from Mental Health First Aid. 

My greatest pleasure has been to get to know this wonderful community and I feel I have been given so 

much back. 

 

Linda Cridland – DCWFC Chaplain 
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Canteen Report – Joedi Scanga 
 

2019 season in the Canteen was a massive one to say the least!  With a total overhaul of Standing 
Operating Procedures we hit the ground running with a new menu and smashed it out of the park with 
almost $2k on opening day.  These targets were constantly maintained throughout the season.   
 
Total turnover 2019 $27,611.52 
 
This year we trialed a coffee machine with great success.  Revenue for this was in excess of $5000.  
Serving up a total of 1693 hot drinks.  Big thank you to Bella Scanga & Anne Luttick our resident 
Baristas.  Couldn’t have done it without all your hard work. 
 
Part of our overhaul included upgrading old equipment and adding some new ones in, which enabled us 
to add in some awesome additions to the menu.  For example the very popular Egg & Bacon Rolls, 
yummy Toasties, Pulled Pork Rolls and our now famous Chicken Snitty Rolls. 
 
Our new equipment included; 

• Bain Marie 

• Pie Warmer 

• Steamer 

• Stainless Steel bench 

• Electric Grill 

• Industrial Toaster 
 
This report wouldn’t be complete without a few notable mentions; 
 
Ruth Bailey on the grill  
Bella Scanga Barista 
Anne Luttick Barista 
 
Lauren Scanga, Aimee Bailey & Zoe Ricardo who between them did the following; 
 
Served 11,462 people! 
 
1133 buckets of chips 
1458 potato cakes 
533 jam donuts 
177 toasties 
 
Plus so much more.  It was a great experience for them as they learnt how to use the Eftpos system and 
even balanced the till at the end of the day.  Well done girls!  Also a big thankyou to all the Mum’s and a 
couple of Dad’s who gave up watching their kids play for half a game to help out.   
 

Joedi Scanga – Canteen Manager 
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Bar Report – David Bailey 
 

This season’s Bar profit was $5,532 an increase of $3,196 over the 2018 year. 

  

We spent $3,630 on bar stock purchases and sold $9,162 worth of liquor.  

 

Further upgrading of bar procedures, awareness and signage have been completed. 

 

Our Red-Line Plan upgrade application was successful and now covers the entire building as well as the 

entire timber deck area (previously it only covered the outside area under the veranda). 

 

We have continued to maintain our upgraded “Good Sports Level 3” membership.   

 

The grant application lodged last year for a Portable Defibrillator was approved through the Department 

of Health & Human Services and we now have a brand new Defib machine located in our Home change 

rooms. 

 

After two years I am stepping down from this role, but would once again like to say a big thankyou to all 

the people that have assisted behind with the bar during the year and to all the people who help behind 

the scenes, week in week out to make this club the growing success it has become.  

 

Cheers, 

 

David Bailey – Bar Manager 
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Registrations Report Jnrs – Trina Martin 
 

The season saw the number of junior players increase from 141 in 2018 to 145 in 2019, maintaining our 
team numbers in each age group.  
 

AGE 
GROUP 

2017 2018 2019 

U10 N/A 13 12 

U12 22 (1 team) 21 (full) 22 (full) 

U14 45 (2 teams) 42 (2 full teams) 22 & 22 (2 full teams) 

U16 22 (1 team) 40 (2 full teams) 22 & 22 (2 full teams) 

U18 10 (merged with Eltham) 25 (full)  23 (full) 

 
Junior players were charged membership fees of $250, $230 for 2nd sibling and $210 for 3rd sibling.  
 
All 2019 junior players are fully paid up. We had some U18 players join late at an agreed sum negotiated 
with the Treasurer. 
 
We had several players withdraw prior to the season due to change of mind: 
 
U12 – 1 
U14 – 0 
U16 – 7 
U18 – 0 
 
 
A total of $40,923.00 was made through Junior membership.  
 
The 2019 registration day was held on the 11th November 2018 for all returning and new junior players. It 
was a very successful day where we registered and took payment for 88 players. The rest were made 
throughout the pre-season filling up the available spots in the teams. 
 
Players had the option to pay their fees either via bank transfer, cash or by EFTPOS on the day. 
The Square system has greatly increased the efficiency of payments and receipts on Rego Day as each 
transaction is recorded and a digital receipt issued to the parent. We are also able to have 2 people 
processing payments at a time. 2020 will see a much improved and streamlined system as all current 
players are now logged into the system. 
 
 
Trina Martin – Junior Membership 
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Registrations Report Snrs – Brianna Matthews-Gunn 
 

The 2019 AFL season saw Diamond Creek with a significant increase in players. We were able to field 2 

senior teams with 49 fully paid senior players and 5 VFLW/TAC players. Of the 49 senior players, 7 

players were transfers from other clubs. 

The fee structure for the 2019 season was as follows: 

• Senior players $300 

• Players who paid in full on registration day $290 

• VFLW players $50 as well as $20 per game  

A total of $15,445 was made through senior registrations.  

The ‘No pay, no play’ policy was again upheld and was equally as successful. The majority of players 

were able to pay their fees in time to play. Payment plans were also offered discretionally to some 

players who may have struggled to pay the entire $300 in one transaction.  

Registering players and paying player fees were made much easier with the introduction of the Square. 

The Square is a portable EFTPOS machine that I was able to take to pre-season trainings to allow 

players to pay their fees or buy uniforms which was wildly successful and appreciated by the players and 

myself. Any cash that I collected was written down in a shared document and handed to the Senior Vice-

President and then passed on to the Treasurer.  

Recommendations: 

1. Continue to use the Square or similar device/system, to pay registration fees and continue to take 

it to pre-season training sessions. 

2. Continue using Google Sheets as it is easy to use and update whilst on the go. 

3. Continue to encourage players to register at registration day. 

4. Hand out receipts after every transaction even if the player said they did not want one. It was 

sometimes hard to figure out who had paid what, when, especially when a player was telling me 

one thing and I was hearing a different story from someone else. 

  

Brianna Matthews-Gunn – Senior Registrations  
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Transfers Report – Anna Durante 

 
This season saw us initiate an equal number of 16 incoming transfers for both juniors and seniors from a 
range of different clubs. U18’s received the largest number of junior transfers (7) with 4 of these coming 
from South Morang after their own U18’s did not go ahead. 
 
There were significantly more outgoing transfers for seniors. Part of this is due to the starting up of new 
senior teams by Hurstbridge and RMIT. We had 6 players transfer to RMIT and 8 players transfer to 
Hurstbridge. While most transfers occurred prior to the season starting, there were a number that 
occurred right up until the transfer cut-off date of 30th June. We had 2 senior players wanting to play 
for/from a country league and, given match day/local permits were not allowed, they were required to 
transfer in and then back out (each generating 2 transfers which are included in these figures). 
 
A directive was also given from the AFL that AFLW players playing VFLW were permitted to completely 
transfer to the VFL League when previously these had been handled as Local Permits. These also 
added to our number of outgoing transfers.  
The break down is shown below: 
 

Age Group Incoming Outgoing Total 

Juniors 16 8 24 

Seniors 16 34 40 

AFLW n/a 4 4 

  Total 68 

 
In addition to this there were 51 local permits needing approval across the season as well as notification 
of 10 match day permits (which are auto-approved).  
 

Competition Timeframe Total 

AFLW  January 16 

VFLW February onwards 21 

NAB League February 3 

NFNL Representative - Juniors May 9 

Fill-in Player for seniors (from Superules) June 1 

Vic Metro Champs July 1 

Match Day Permits – including 4 for NFNL 
Representative Seniors (auto-approved) 

various 10 

 Total 61 

 
Anna Durante – Transfers Co-ordinator  
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Merchandise Report – Mandy Margetts 
 

Having our registration day in November means that the merchandise cupboard can never remain 

empty.  As soon as the season has finished, we need to make sure we have stock ready to go for 

registration day.  I felt we were better organised for the 2019 registration day than previous years.   

Having Anna focusing on measuring everyone for their playing jumper and short sizes and David and 

Trina taking payments really helped Karyn and I focus on selling merchandise.  I would recommend the 

same system this year.   

The introduction of the square POS machine has also helped with tracking sales and lessened the 

amount of paperwork.  Like the previous 2 years, we operated a popup merchandise shop at the 

Diamond Hills ground during our preseason training and once again this was successful especially 

organising everyone’s on field playing uniform.  

Early in the preseason we took orders for personalised, named, sublimated training tops.  Once again 

these were very popular with 83 orders placed.  We had some new sponsors for the tops this year (Hi 

Way, Cool Dynamics electrical, Capital Mutual Insurance and La Sera) as well as keeping the two 

sponsors from last year (Floor World, The Turd Burglar).  Total of 6 sponsors. 

Like the previous few seasons the head coaches were given one piece of merchandise (up to $90). 

The new item introduced this year was Club Blankets.  These blankets look fantastic, are warm and 

waterproof.  They are a great way to advertise the club.  Unfortunately, they were slow to sell but I’m 

feeling positive they will sell well leading up to winter next year. 

The juniors this year continued using ‘Game Day Apparel’ for their on-field uniform.  Once again there 

was a problem with what they supplied us at the start of the season with the incorrect red and blue 

colour used.  This was however rectified just before the season started. 

The seniors decided they would like a different style of playing jumper and changed their supplier to 

Grasham. (playing jumper only). 

We are well stocked for the start of the 2020 season and have merchandise ready to sell on registration 

day.   I have recently placed an order for playing shorts, hoodies and stickers in preparation for the day.  

There is currently approximately $6,492.00 of off-field merchandise in the cupboards and $4,377.80 of 

shorts and socks. There is also 40 blankets. 

This year we again offered a special order of premiership tops for the grand final winning teams.  In 

previous years we have offered long or short sleeve T’s, this year we offered Hoodies, with 43 ordered.  

The premiership teams were also given the option of purchasing their playing jumpers for $60. 

Revenue was down quite a bit this year compared to 2018.  However we have a lot of stock sitting in the 

cupboards so I expect it to be up again next year.  There was quite a lot t of merchandise given away 

this year as presents to coaches and as thank you to people. 

Recommendations for next year: Puffer Jackets and Vest, Umbrellas 

After 3 years of being the Merchandise Co-ordinator I am now stepping down from my position.  Thank 

you to everyone who has helped me over the past three years.  I look forward to helping the next person 

who takes over this position. 

Mandy Margetts –Merchandise Coordinator  
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Events Report Jnrs – Nicole Ricardo & Karyn Tait 
 

Saturday 16th March Raquel Weston organised a BBQ Fundraiser @ Mitre 10 Diamond Creek which 

raised $299.19.  Thanks Raquel for this initiate and organising.  

Friday 19th July we held our Annual Social/Fundraiser. Cost of the tickets were $40 per person which 

covered finger food and entertainment & everyone received a ticket for lucky door prize.  We hired local 

singer Damian Marshall and had various raffles, coin toss games and silent auctions throughout the 

night. 

Unfortunately this year we didn’t have anyone to run an event so myself and Karyn Tait took this on 

board.  We originally had an earlier date but due to low ticket sales the date was changed to later in the 

season and ticket sales increased quickly. We ended up having 99 people attending and made $9,000 

profit on the night. Money was made through ticket sales, bar sales, coin toss games, raffles and the 

main profits again came from silent auctions. We were very lucky to have such great items donated from 

families at our footy club to lots of local small businesses etc. Thank you to everyone who donated.  

Raising $9,000 covers the cost of trophies for both Junior & Senior Teams, Presentation Day/Nights for 

Junior & Senior Teams and the opportunity to purchase more footballs.  

I hope someone takes on Social/Fundraising for 2020 & comes up with some great new ideas on Social 

events, Fundraising etc.  By having these nights it’s a great way for new & existing families/players to 

socialise off the field and for the club to raise vital funds going forward.  

Moving forward for Fundraising maybe the club could consider every second year the Juniors run an 

event and alternately the Seniors run an event.  

 

All the best for 2020.  

 

Nicole Ricardo & Karyn Tait – Junior Fundraising and Functions Committee 
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Sponsorship Report – Peter Tait 
 
2019 was a much more challenging year in regard to attracting external sponsorship and as a result we 
had to reduce the packages down to $250 to make it more affordable. 
 
Big business was a non-event as we lost Chemist Warehouse & Mitre 10 but maintained a relationship 
with Bendigo Bank 
 
New sponsors for 2019 were: 
 

• The Tin Shed 

• The Local Doctor 

• Infinity 360 

• Nillumbik Cellars 

• La Sera 

• Mill Park Plaza 
 
The Tin Shed was also generous enough to supply vouchers for every team each week for the entire 
season. Many families and teams along with the Committee have enjoyed dining at  The Tin Shed. 
 
Internally we had many sponsors from our families and look forward to their continued support in 2020. 
 
A special thanks to JOB who is our major sponsor and all of other sponsors: 
 

• Bendigo Bank – Hurstbridge, Diamond Creek, Eltham, Dorreen-Mernda & Kinglake Community Branches 

• Cool Dynamics Electrical 

• Floorworld 

• Hi Way Driving School 

• Wilson Accounting 

• Capital 

• Burglar Liquid Waste 

• Strive Myotherapy 

• Cooks Electrical 

• Mill Park Plaza 

• Elarc 

• Sports First 

• Concept Group 
 
Moving forward to 2020 we need someone to take on the role with fresh eyes, new contacts and ideas to 
build this club going forward 
 
In 2020 we are also introducing Player Sponsors and will be asking all players (Snrs compulsory) to 
obtain a minor sponsor. 
 
Please see the back of this report for our sponsors logo’s. 
 
Peter Tait – Sponsorship Coordinator 
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Coach Co-Ordinator Report 

 

This year saw 7 Coaching positions needing filling. Some teams took a little longer to secure coaches 

though by the start of preseason training all teams coaches were filled.  

I found our coaches great this year and all communicated well when they required assistance. During the 

season l spent more time with U14 Red team assisting at training and organizing a replacement 

assistant coach. This made a difference within the team and we all continued on. 

I have been in contact this year with Coordinators and Committee members from other clubs if there has 

been an issue on game day. To say the least our club has behaved extremely well with no fines or 

tribunal issues. 

I attend 3 Coaches Coordinator meetings during the season run by AFL Vic for the NFNL. These 

meetings are a great opportunity to meet, share and discuss with other clubs any issues or ideas we all 

have, there are always guest speakers which makes it interesting. 

Anything important l will discuss with coaches and bring up at committee meeting.  

Thank you to all Coaches and Assistant Coaches for the great job you all did this year. 

 

Michael Ricardo -  Coach Co-ordinator  
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Coaches Reports 
 

Under 10 – Brianna Matthews-Gunn 

 

The 2019 Under 10’s season was the second season the team was playing in the NFNL. We began the 
year with 4 returning players, over the season we gained 8 more players for some it was their first time 
playing while others transferred from other clubs.  
 
It was fantastic to see the girls grow as a team and develop their skills. I have no doubt that if they 
continue to play, they will go far.  
 
Ella’s goal kicking improved so much over the season and was the team’s leading goal kicker. 
Indi was our most determined. Although she was the smallest on the team, she always went for the ball 
no matter what, even continuing to play after injuring herself. 
 
Maddie came to us later in the season but was also our most improved. She worked so hard every 
training session and really shone through on game day. 
 
Amber received our coaches award for all of her effort that she put into every training session and on 
game day.  
 
Scarlett was a really tough player and wasn’t afraid to get involved in the game.  
 
Eva improved a lot throughout the season and was great at listening to different instructions, then 
following through on game day.  
 
Georgia improved out of sight this season and also gained more confidence around the footy. 
  
Samara is a talented runner and is really great in the midfield as well as the backline. 
 
Ada had some of the best tackling I have seen and wasn’t afraid to tackle anyone! 
 
Abbey was a great all-rounder and played really well no matter where she played. 
 
Lily was great in both our forward line and backline and kicked numerous goals throughout the season. 
 
Jerzie was an amazing defender and really found herself at home in the backline. 
 
I’d like to thank my assistant coach Andrew, and my team manager Paula for their help and support 
throughout the season. You have both been lifesavers and without you the team would not have run so 
smoothly. I’d also like to thank the parents of the players for their help as well. Your support and 
assistance in drills (particularly footy tennis) and help on game day has been amazing. Finally to the 
girls, you all have made my first coaching experience an amazing one. You should all be so proud of 
your skills and efforts and how much you have improved. I look forward to coming along to future games 
and watching you all grow and develop as football players and young women! 
 

U10 AWARDS PLAYER 

Most Determined  Indi Hammond 

Leading Goal Kicker Ella Davon 

Most Improved Madison Vita 

Coaches Award Amber Di Paolo 

 

Brianna Matthews-Gunn - Under 10 Coach  



 

27 DCWFC ANNUAL REPORT 2019 

 

Under 12 – Chris Priest 

 
Pre-Season training began at Eltham College where we had a terrific turn out of girls returning from last 
year and some new arrivals. In February we started training at Diamond Hills then moved to our home 
ground Plenty Park to train just before the season began. 
 
We had 16 players ready for Round 1, made up of 6 girls who played U12 last year, 6 girls who moved 
up from the U10 team and 4 girls playing their first game. For the first time in many years we started the 
season without a full team, and despite the high level of enthusiasm from all the players, there was some 
uncertainty from the coaches about how the season would unfold. 
 
Our first game was at home against Whittlesea where the 2018 premiership flag was unfurled before the 
game. The girls kicked 20 goals and came away with a comfortable 132 point win. 20 goals!! This set the 
tone for the season with the girls going through the year undefeated!We played the next 5 games without 
anyone on the bench, which was an amazing achievement by the girls. New players then steadily arrived 
with all vacant spots filled by Round 9. 
 
There were 14 U12 teams in total, which were split into two divisions of 8 and 6 teams after the four 
grading games. We played in the stronger division, with South Morang, Green Searchers and Laurimar 
joining us in the Top 4 at the end playing finals. 
 
Throughout the year all girls had the opportunity to play in the back and forward line, as well as the 
midfield. Fifteen of the girls kicked a goal throughout the season, and the focus on game basics saw all 
girls improve their level of skill during the season.  The girls went into the finals with a lot of confidence. 
The first Semi Final was played against South Morang on a ground with the centre under water. It was a 
tough low scoring encounter with the girls coming away 13-point winners. This gave the team a week’s 
rest and put them straight into the Grand Final. We were again up against South Morang in the Grand 
Final. There was no sign of nerves after the last close game, with the girls putting in an amazing effort to 
record a terrific 45 point win. 
 
I wish the 13 girls moving up to the U14’s all the best for next year. We have a great group of U10 girls 
who will move up, and I look forward to seeing the group progress further in 2019.  Again, I was very 
fortunate to inherit a great core group of players, some of whom were in their fifth year of playing. 
Additionally, we had an influx of new girls who were very keen and picked the basic skills up well. I’d like 
to thank all parents who helped during the year, making game day run smoothly week to week. In 
particular, a massive thank you to David Gardiner as team manager, who did a fantastic job. Assistant 
coach Steve Meagher and runner Wayne Mason also provided invaluable support throughout the year. 
Jacqui Ward was kept busy all year as medic and did not miss a game, and special mention to Jamie 
Cooper who stepped in for a few games as runner. All assistance both at training and on game days was 
very much appreciated. Thanks also to the Committee for your hard work in creating a club that people 
are proud to be associated with.  Presentation Day was a great day to reflect on the year we had and 
award some of the girls. 
 
The Award winners are listed below: 

U12 AWARDS  PLAYER 

B&F Olivia Gorman 

B&F 2 Zoe Ricardo 

B&F 3 Elisha Folino 

Most Determined  Heidi Gifford 

Best 1st Year Player Abbi Gardiner 

Most Consistent Maddison Meagher 

Coaches Award Alice Ward 

 
 
Chris Priest - Under 12 Coach   
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Under 14 Red – Drew Widgery 

 
The year started off with 10 new players.  Initially it took a while for our team to gel, this was quite a 
difficult age group as I learned during the year. My goal was to try and get our new players to enjoy and 
learn the skills of football in a fun team environment.   
 
After winning our first game of the year then losing the next 3 grading matches we were in the Red 
Division. Although we didn’t loose by much our girls were much smaller and in the younger age 
bracket. The competition in the Red Division was at a pretty even level.  
 
For the first few games Carla Visona helped out as Assistant Coach but due to her football and work 
commitments she was unable to attend all training sessions and games. With our girls urgently requiring 
more input and I more help, Dean Tustin agreed to be our Assistant Coach for the remainder of the 
season.   From then on in our training improved as well as our game play due to Dave, Dean and myself 
being able to provide better sessions with more variety.  
 
We had more injuries than I can remember being at the club for 4 years, ( 4 concussions, a knee injury a 
foot injury and a broken collarbone) but our girls stood up and faced every challenge that was thrown at 
them, learning more every game. I would have to comment that other teams need to learn how to tackle 
as Michael Ricardo pointed out after playing Wallan which was an extremely rough football match for a 
couple of our teams that day.  
 
It’s clear that the competition has some new teams that haven’t had the resources to guide their players 
in the correct football manor although I’m sure this will improve in the coming seasons with experience.  
Our season turning point was when we played Monty at their home ground. A very close game, although 
we lost, our team played an absolute, superb match with some of our new players standing out and 
coming out of their shell. The loss to Monty inspired our girls and coaching staff to ensure we trained 
harder and smarter so that we would be prepared for them again.  That was our only loss for the season 
after the grading matches.   Next time we played Monty was for a spot in the finals. Our team were 
prepared and the game was incredible from our girls, one of the best games of footy I’ve seen. Being 
successful by over 6 goals we were in the grand final.  
 
Grand final day produced a windy day with the game being played in Mill Park, it was a scrappy game 
although we kicked 17 points, we were successful.  Unfortunately, Amber Landy broke her collarbone 
during the match.  
 
It was a successful year for our group and a massive learning curve for everyone involved. Nat Cowley 
was incredible, her assistance and organisation for our team and club is superb.  
 
I would also like to thank Michael Ricardo for his support this year.  
 
The Award winners are listed below: 
 

U14 RED AWARDS PLAYER 

B&F Brianna Cowley 

B&F 2  Hannah Ryan 

B&F 3 Emma Russo 

Most Determined  April Tustin 

Best 1st Year Player Layne Purcell 

Most Consistent Georgia Hardman 

Coaches Award Aimee Bailey 

 

Drew Widgery  - Under 14 Red Coach 
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Under 14 Blue – Steven McPherson 

 

This season worked out beautifully for everyone involved. To have every player available on grand final 

day was the icing on top for a very successful year.  

The grand final was a team effort and a credit to the girls who showed that they could cope with all the 

challenges thrown at them. 

Initially we started the season giving players a taste of the different areas of the ground. As the season 

progressed we made the decision to settle people into a regular position. This allowed the players to 

become familiar with the role and the various qualities specific to their position. 

The early games saw us lose to Whittlesea and drawing with Bundoora Park. From that point on we did 

not drop a game although it was a little scary in the final round against Bundoora Park. 

As it turned out we did not have to worry about Bundoora Park any more as they were beaten by Sth 

Morang in the first final while we won through to the big day. 

The grand final was a repeat of the semi with a rematch against Whittlesea. After a 4 goal to 1 first 

quarter we were in a very strong position to take the big prize. The challenge was to stay on track and 

keep playing the game right out to the end which is exactly what we did. Every player was magnificent 

with a comfortable win in the end by 4 goals.  

There are a number of players who have been invited to trial with the NFNL and others who have been 

asked to participate in the Carlton FC and Northern Knights program in 2020. Congratulation to all those 

who have been given this opportunity and we hope you go on to develop and enjoy your football for 

years to come. For those who may have missed out we would encourage you to keep going and 

continue to love the great game of Australian football. Opportunities will present themselves over the 

years and if you love what you do then you will be ready to capitalise on them when they do. 

Thanks to all the parents and especially Paul Taylor, Kay and Steve Rowlands for making the season fly 

past with a minimum of fuss.  

Looking forward to seeing you all in 2020. 

 

The Award winners are listed below: 

U14 BLUE AWARDS PLAYER 

B&F  Talisha Rowland 

B&F 2  Darcy Gook 

B&F 3 Ashlee Elward 

Most Determined Brooke Webster 

Most Consistent  Charli Sparks 

Most Improved Ellie Robertson 

Coaches Award Samantha Resch 

 

Stephen Macpherson - Under 14 Blue Coach 
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Under 16 Red – Michael Ricardo 

 

Preseason started well with good numbers at our Pre Christmas session at Eltham College. 
 
When school started back we returned to Diamond Hills Reserve and team numbers wear looking good 
the team was made up of: 
 

• 21 returning players 

• 1 transferring from another club 

• 2 new to football  
 
Unfortunately, we lost two players to injury (at other sports) before end of pre-season.   
 
After Round 4 grading was completed. We had two close loses and two strong wins, With these results 
we were placed in Blue Division. The girls took the challenge head on with 9 wins and 5 loses we 
finished 4th on the ladder by percentage. The girls dug deep in a hard fort semi final that went down to 
the wire with us winning by 4 points against Monty at Kilmore in cold windy conditions.  
 
The prelim was played at Crispe Park Reservoir in fine conditions also a hard fort game but with injury 
and lower numbers Yarrambat were the better team on the day. Overall the girls stepped up to the 
challenge of been a bottom age team playing in the top division.  They worked well together as a team 
supporting and encouraging each other all the way, well done girls. 
 
Throughout the season we had players chosen to train with the Northern Knights and play some next 
generation games. Also, players from our team represented DCWFC in NFNL U15 Rep A & B Teams, 
this was a great opportunity for the girls and to gain more experience. 
 
During the season we did have quiet a few players injured.  Although the team was affected be injury 
most was at other sports and Rep Netball did have effect on gameday numbers throughout the season. 
 
The Award winners are listed below: 

U16 RED AWARDS PLAYER 

Best & Fairest Tianna Richmond 

2nd Best & Fairest Luka Kennedy 

3rd Best & Fairest Cailtyn Schwabe  

Most Determined Taylah Salib 

Most Improved Maddie Collins 

Most Consistent Alice Morrison 

Coaches Award Billie Gifford 

 

Congratulations to you all, a great season of football and to all our TEAM. 

 

Michael Ricardo - Under 16 Red Coach 
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Under 16 Blue – Dave Craig 

 

Another great year of footy has come and gone. 2019 threw up it’s fair share of challenges once again.  
 
Pre-season started and we had 27 listed players which meant 3 would miss out each week.  
 
Once the season rolled around we only had 22. Due to a number of injuries we struggled to get 18 on 
the field for the first half of the season.   
 
Putting all of this behind us these young ladies played with a great deal of heart & soul week in and week 
out.  
 
Thus, they made the Grand final but couldn’t beat Eltham on the scoreboard. 
 
Coaching is definitely not all about winning games, at times we are a father, shoulder to lean on, social 
worker, arbitrator, big brother and a friend. Not just to the girls but to the parents and families too.  
 
If I honestly look back and review all the girls individually and as a team, I believe they have all 
developed in some way so therefore the year was a success and most of the girls should return in 2020.  
 
Thank you to the Leadership and Support teams for making it a great season. 
 

Leadership Team Support Team 

Captain: 
Vice Captains: 

Chloe Margetts 
Chloe Lamb 
Georgia Tait 
Imogen Hammond 
 

Team Manager: 
Asst Coach:  
Runner: 
Medics: 
 
Boundary Umpire: 
Goal Umpire: 
 
Photographer: 
 

Karyn Tait 
Bryan Coghlan  
Michael Hibbert 
Julia Wake & Nic 
Bullard 
Kirsty Lamb 
Peter Tait & Stephen 
Margetts 
Bev McCartney 
 

 

The Award winners are listed below: 

U16 BLUE AWARDS PLAYER 

B&F Blayde Ahkiau 

B&F 2  Grace Wake 

B&F 3  Imogen Hammond 

Most Determined Chloe Lamb 

Most Consistent Emily Coghlan 

Most Improved  Jorja Raus 

Coaches Award Chloe Smith 

 

Go Creekers 

David Craig Under - 16 Blue Coach   
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Under 18 – Laura Frazer 

 
Preseason recommenced in 2019 at Diamond Hills Reserve where our focus was on bonding a new 
group of girls together, as well as focusing on fitness, skills and learning our new game plan. With more 
than half of our 2018 team graduating up to seniors, 2019 was a rebuilding year and with the help of Nic 
Ricardo and some of the girls in the team convincing their friends to come and play their first season of 
footy, we scrambled a team together for Round 1, where the girls put on a dominant display against 
Eltham. A training routine was established that included video review on a Tuesday, where the team 
would watch snippets of the game from the week before and analyse different parts of the game to 
prepare us for the following week.  
 
As the season continued, it was apparent we still needed to recruit more players if we hoped to be 
competitive come the last few weeks of the year. Round 8 saw us finally play with enough players for a 
bench and by Round 12, with just three games left of the home and away season we finally had our full 
team of 23 players, with 11 of those girls playing their first season for DCWFC.  
 
The girls finished the season in 3rd positon and came up against season foes Research in the semi-final 
where in challenging conditions, came out winners by six points. We faced 2018 premiers Montmorency 
in the prelim final and after perhaps four of the best quarters of footy all season, came out winners by 
eight points and became the only team in the Under 18 competition this year to reach the Grand Final in 
consecutive years. 
 
We came up against Darebin in the Grand Final who were the dominant team all year and unfortunately 
on the day, we couldn’t match their dominant display. After what had been such a tough first two finals, 
the toll had hit mentally and physically. Despite this, the girls never gave up all game, even in the last 
minutes when we knew the result wasn’t ours. It certainly didn’t feel like a loss, but a celebration of what 
was an amazing season as the 2019 Runners-Up. A team that didn’t have a bench until Round 8 and 
didn’t have our full team until Round 12, these girls were an absolute inspiration.  
 
After an amazing season, we went from a team of ten girls at preseason, a team of eighteen in Round 8 
and finally a team of twenty-three that defeated the reigning premiers in the prelim final and finish 
Runners-Up for 2019.  
 
Season 2019 wouldn’t be possible without all of the support I had all year- I would like to thank my 
amazing team manager, Anthony Bradstreet for all of his help and support throughout the year. Also a 
big thanks to our medic, Geoff Hunter and Kirsty Gale who helped as our medic through finals- both of 
you were amazing and always had the girls’ best interests at heart. To the parents of all the girls, 
particularly those parents that provided so much support in the back end of the season when things 
became perhaps my most challenging few weeks as a female football coach, thank you all so much.  
 
To Dave Craig our Under 16 coach and Col Wallington, our senior coach - I had so much fun working 
alongside you both this season and learnt so much from you guys. I wish you both all the absolute best 
next season and can’t wait to hear how you go. A big thanks to the club and committee and in particular 
to Michael and Nic Ricardo - thanks so much to the both of you for being absolute pillars of support this 
year - I am truly grateful for everything you do and continue to do. 
 
To my wonderful girls for constantly inspiring me as your coach, it was a pleasure coaching you all this 
year and I wish you all the best in your future football careers. To our leadership group- Deputy Vice-
Captains: Taylah Braddock and Lauren Durante; Vice-Captains: Laila Zayat and Jess Fitzgerald and our 
captain for season 2019- Porta Ricardo - thanks for leading our team on and off the field this year.  
 
Finally, to any future female coaches, administrators or players at the club, I urge you all to keep doing 
what you’re doing and doing what you love. Because in the end, your love for the game and what you do 
is all that really matters. 
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The Award winners are listed below: 

 

U18 AWARDS PLAYER 

B&F  Laila Zayat 

B&F 2  Lauren Durante 

B&F 3  Kayley Reid 

Most Determined Chantelle Wiseman 

Most Consistent Portia Ricardo 

Rising Star Maddison Cowen 

Coaches Reward Jessica Fitzgerald 

Best Finals Player Alyssa Bannan 

 

Laura Frazer - Under 18 Coach  
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Division 1 – Col Wallington 

 

WHAT A YEAR!!!!!!  
 
Pre Xmas our main focus was to get a solid senior team back on the park at its rightful place at 
Diamo,  not only did we succeed in doing that, we were able to get 2 teams on the park in the red and 
the blue, what an amazing achievement this was, I’d like to thank poppy on her success with coaching 
this year and all your help mate.  
 
Post Xmas, we focused on our skills more than our fitness, so we could manage a game plan that 
everyone can follow. Pre season practice matches were a great foundation to where we were headed as 
a group, both games we traveled to Burnside and to Westmeadows.  
 
As the year started our first lot of grading games showed great promise to we’re we stood firmly in 
division 1. Over the course of the year, we had some great wins, one to note for myself was against 
Monty over there, that was a game that defined our character and our will to keep our heads up to grind 
out a match winning game lead by Soxy, Linda and Disey.  
 
During the course of the year we suffered some injuries and we had a few girls go on holidays, after 3 
loses in a row, we started to find some form, with good wins against Bundoora were grace kicked 5 goals 
leading us to a healthy win and west Preston were Linda kicked a lazy 8 for a 100 point plus win late in 
the season and that form continued through to our finals campaign.  
 
At the start of the year Loges, Kate and myself only had expectations to get 1 team on the park and to be 
somewhat competitive, we didn’t expect to be playing finals and what a massive achievement this 
was.  We knew our finals campaign was going to be a hard slog if we were going to make it to the finals, 
Our finals campaign started with west Preston, we started off slow but got over them in the end, we were 
able to get over Monty quite easily and we grind see out a win against our rivals Darebin.  
 
I want to say how proud of my girls I am, making a grand final in a well-deserved year and to play 
against a side that was undefeated all year, well done ladies.  
 
We were able to leave the spurs goalless in 2 out of the 4 quarters, which was a massive achievement 
as this wasn’t done by any side during the course of the year, unfortunately we didn’t come home with 
the flag, but I bet season 2020 is going to be our redemption year, I’m looking forward to hitting the track 
next month and getting our season underway.  
 
1 thing I love about woman’s footy at Diamond Creek, the way we all came together as a group and got 
stronger, week by week, I love this club.  
 
Thanks for a great 2019 season ladies, we’ll done, see you all soon  
   

AWARD DIVISION ONE 

Best and Fairest 1st Amanda Kennedy 

Best and Fairest 2nd Karly Cobern 

Best and Fairest 3rd Linda Thorp 

Captains Award Caitlin Daly 

Most Improved Emily Chiechi 

Best in Finals Shae Lee Murphy  

Pressure Acts Karly Cobern 

Most Determined Alicia Maskell 

 

Col Wallington -  Division 1 Coach  
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Reserves – Krystal (Poppy) Cullinan 

 

The focus for the 2019 season was all about rebuilding the club, bringing Diamo back to its roots and 
girls enjoying their footy. Hand on heart I feel we absolutely achieved this in season 2019 in the Seniors 
and Reserves.  
 
The most exciting part was the sheer number of girls who joined the club this year and were playing their 
first season of footy ever. The support and encouragement provided to the new players from the 
experienced players was fantastic and ensured that these new players felt welcome and were hooked 
after 1 training session.   
 
As a first-time coach I felt tremendously supported by the club beyond words. I relied heavily on Col, 
Logez, Runners and experienced players to guide me with lessons for the game of football itself and 
adopted my own approach to coaching a team of girls based on my own experiences. The approach was 
to ensure the team felt supported, that they were always learning, developing their skills and, most 
importantly, having FUN no matter what. Our Reserves team really bonded over the course of the 
season; it was great to be a part of. 
 
After losing our first grading game to Bundoora, the Reserves went on to win the next 3 grading games 
and secured their spot in Division 2 in their first season – an amazing achievement for a team mainly 
made up of girls playing their first season of footy!  
 
We came up against a lot of quality sides over the course of the season who had more experience with 
football and playing together. The reserves went on to win 1 more game in Round 8 against St Mary’s 
which was a season highlight and very special and memorable day for us all – especially with us 
welcoming back little Liv Murphy to the team who went on to win our Captains Award for 2019. This win 
put us in contention to play finals had we beaten Eltham the following week, unfortunately it wasn’t to be. 
Regardless of the scoreboard, this Reserves team continued to cease their opportunities, fight until the 
end, celebrate the little wins and continuously reflected on their game to take away lessons on how we 
can improve. We then applied these lessons as we 100% continued to improve week by week. 
 
I couldn’t be prouder of this bunch of girls and cannot wait to see what’s in store for them as they 
continue to grow and succeed in season 2020.  
 
RESERVES TEAM 2019: 

• Head Coach: Poppy Cullinan 

• Assistant Coach: Rocky Jurgens 

• Team Manager: Kylie O’Reilly 

• Captain: Zarah York 
Awards 

• 1st B+F: Crystal Grech 

• 2nd B+F: Olivia Caruana 

• 3rd B+F: Madison Brooks 

• Rising Star: Lyndall Parnis 

• Most Tackles: Zarah York 

• Most Ground Balls: Drew Barnes 

• Captains Award: Olivia Murphy 

• USC Award: Brooklyn Howell  
 
 
 
Krystal (Poppy) Cullinan – Reserves Coach 
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Sponsors Listing 

 
A huge THANK YOU to our wonderful sponsors who continue to support our great club.  Make 
sure you get behind them and use their services as we like to make sure we give back too. 
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